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… for the Board and Secretariat 

 Where do we start? 

 Language and spelling 

 How much evidence is needed for a name 
to be approved? 

 Changing names 

 Type of feature/application of a name 

 The public and the politics 

 



Where do we start? 

 Perhaps all names on a published 

map could be considered official 

– then add and modify 

 May be starting from card records 

 



Language and spelling 

 Unwritten language 

 Differences in spelling  

 Multiple names in the same language 

 Multiple languages 

 Romanization 

 



How much support? 

 How many people?  Who?  

 How much evidence? 

 



Changing names 

 Names recorded with incorrect spelling 

 Names well known 

 Names locally used or names of 

“colonial”/military/historical use 

 Names now considered derogatory or 

pejorative 

 Names that are no longer known 

 



The public and the politics 

 What public input should be involved in 

the naming process? 

 Results of Board decisions sent up to 

the Departmental Minister for signature 

to be final? 

 How does the Board avoid political 

interference? 



   Board decision – Ontario, Canada  

Approved name 

Feature type 

Location 

Background 

Reference number 

Map sheet number 

Date 

Feature delineation 

Status 



   Decisão do Conselho – Ontário, Canadá  

Nome aprovado 

Tipo de acidente  

Localização 

Histórico 

Número de referência 

Número da folha do mapa 

Data 

Delineamento do acidente  

Status 



Office 

checking 

Board meeting 

Minister’s 
 approval 

Official 

toponym 

Name  
submission 

Public notice 

Naming authorization can be quite simple 

Other steps may be necessary:  referral to language 

specialists, more detailed surveys, considering 

public objections ... 





In the end 

 Emphasis on care and consistency 

 Reflection of language, heritage, identity 

 Names recorded for the benefit of future 
generations 

 Authorized names should get wide 
distribution and use 

 If more than one name is acceptable, 
conditions of use should be clear 


